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Mot of tha seering whesl was missing
aimcn the ik bad me ioof ond the wood I ihe colbis was complainky

sritan, tha cramar hod 1o design lemplales b every wood pot, Choutior's wii kockad ot the wivckoos and
wnid, “Da wou intesed i rehuild this thing?®
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Mewspope: clippings confirmed the neck was originally dork gress

Truck Restored ......... |

= - F ~ —_ n the ‘60z, 1 spent a lor of fime watchin
L‘ H ]—.-' R"I ]:{ {:_} L -E- T i I!l:ll:'t."li-l.-:"-n, r'|'|:l.=-:'|;|-' Amcrican progra rnf
- Fooly.- and partculasly The Uneomebabier. 1 told
: : myselt, "One day, Ul have an old car”
In April 1967, 1 gor hold of a 1930 Ford
roadster pickup—and the passion for vintage

cars was borm in me, Since then, | have gained
a lot of experience in the world of restoration,

Some-32 wears laver, 1 taced a3 mew
challenge in the restoration of a sbewheel
1931 Chevroler truck. It was a real project, |
must say. My wife looked at the wreckage and
said, " Lo you intend to rebuild this thing”

Dismanting the truck began ar the end of
aeprember 19949, wich rthe hq_-ll'u af a ‘_guc\.m:l
fricmd, ﬂlu.:.' Thibaunle, who is also an old-car
cisllector, and under the supervision of my
brothes, Raynald, who owns a small video-
production enterprise and who videotaped the
'a.'lll.i.ll.' '.II.'L': =11 Fil'N ]II LIHIE li.l.'a'., IIE [{a[VLS] I'Iil'u'ﬂ 'hI'II.lE
three hours of dizital vides .

For a year and & alf, 1 kegt asking myself
what Kind of boat 1 had been drawn into. The
project wae too far alonpg o be dropped;
therefore, there was o chobos but to carry ou.

I really thought the treck could be restored

within a few menths, but there was much
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mare work on this truck than there would
have been on a car, mostly because of the
substantial amount of wood necesrary and
the fact that somme of the wood pieces arc
quite heavy. Also, my working space was
rather small; in fact, most of the woodwork
wag done on the second Boor of 2 normal
residential garage, while the mechanical,
elecerical, and paint jobes were done in the
garage irself,

I had eo desipn my own templates for
every wood part and, as you probably know,
wopd 15 not given away, s vou must caleulate
quire a bir. For instance, the truck had no
root, and the waad of the ¢abin wae com-
pletely rotren, which was understandable
since the truck had been stored in a hangar
im Oka, Ceebes, for more than 35 vears,

A -\."ﬂ-\.lu].!]l: -\.'l!-J'f.'IH aga, 1| went to Chure-
i-Blondean, Onracls, locared between
Larillon Provincial Pase and Hawkesbusy
on the Crerawa River, to investigate and find
out more informatisn about the origin of the
rruck. On the gide of the box we could stil]
read, "R Lietle, Phone 406, I 41 Chure-3-
Blondean.”

My wile COTEIRL reed the search m “look ing
fer 2 mecdle 0 a bundle of |5|:|:|.'I

*Let’s look frst for the bandie of hay, and
we Il see after,” was my reply

“ri.' !.“!I:I' Il.ﬂll tan ||_L|E-iri||I| f Ff'w E'H'\-I'Il'llr" E1
fancl information abumet the owner or owners
of tlee Fumous truck, Apparently, I"'rr.':.' [ srele
wis the owner for o number of years; 'n:'n.'ing
transdormeed 1 into 3 tow treck, he used it for
'!r.||'|'.||.1: ol vehicles onen his PrOpCCLy, dning
:f:mir'. in his garage, H!Ein:_{ oas, and in
winleriime, asa qnnwplnw_

When I showed around the pletures of the
trck, |'u-r||'||r= alsn mald me thar bt had bﬂung-:ﬂ
o a cerrain William 5. Amand, the hotel
owner in Churs-3-Blondesu, who waaild
deliver goods from Montreal to his village,

Oin May 24, 1932, St Amand went to
the celebration of Dalland-des- Ormeaux in
Carillon with same-15 kids sitting in the box
behind. As he was driving them back w
Chure-ia-Blondean, a large branch of an old
oak tree fell on the passing truck, crushing
and hurting the kids, killing five of them.

Choutier first racklad
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A search ol susamahils clubis and on the nerest resabed
ra giher | Yalion, simewheal T Independence madal neks

The acchdent happencd almost in front of
Percy Lirrles residence.

Both men owned a green 1931 Chevrolet
teuck, according to peaple in the town, buk
there i no confirmation that they owned the
same truck. However in a place with less
than 100 inhabitants, it's entirely likely.

I wag able to meet two survivors of the
above-mentioned tragedy. One of them was
14 years old when the accident happened.
She was sitting on a bench in the back of the
truck and saw the big branch fall and kill her
young brather sitting next to her. The woman,
Mrs. Lachaine, il had a newepaper clipping
thar gave details of the accident. The truck
was a dark green, which confirms the color
1 chose during the restoration.

I ehose vo restore the vehicle in the form
of a beer truck because there are not too many
in Chacbec and because Boswell Brewery was

: the first one 1o be established in Qucbex.
The 1,000 haur reaborstion proges w*_“‘"“ yeons, In all of my searches in the automobile
L e e e clubs and through the internet, this was the
oaly 1%4-ton, six-wheel LT Independence
o model truck that [ found, Its a Canadian
7 truck, which is somewhar different from ane
manufactured in the United States, and was
bkl in Walkerville in March or April 1931,
Ihe serial number is 529399 the engine
number i T 230393,
E S — e ‘Ihis is nearly 2 1L,000-hour restoration
Boavenll Braenry wins Cushee's irt Base composy projoce serctched over a period of thres vears
= —— B e at a rare of three davs a week and, mind you,
I was still working as an insurance and
financial agene.

1 wook my first real trip with the truck to
an old-car exhibition in Lachute, (Qucbes, in
Seprember 2002, 1 won the first prize in the
truck caregory. Since then, 1 have twice
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driven the rruck in Monrreal's St Patrick's
Dhay parade and been in a movie production,
Fiy 'I'I'dl HL |||.i!r EAr Eﬁllll.llll 1S, Prnh“H_'f [ hﬂ'
longest trip was from St. Eustuche to Quebec
City and back.

An old dream recently came true in June
last vear. I was able to |:||!|.l:r|.l|:_!:llairll and
videotape my truck in froat of the former
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Boswell Brewery and driving in fromt of the
Chiteau Frontenac and in the narmow strects
of old Cyelec. «lP
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Thilg 1932 nlernalions] muck sits throwgh the seasoni in Miraksl
Prowvimcs, Qiusebeec. Phiodo by Andre Cloufher of Sadnf-Euilocive, Quebywg



